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Background 

COVID-19 Weekly Report data will be finalized every Sunday at 11 p.m. PST, and the 
report will be published on Wednesday. Please note that the data reported here are 
continually being updated. For daily up-to-date information, visit the OHA COVID-19 
web page: https://govstatus.egov.com/OR-OHA-COVID-19. 

As of 11 p.m. Sunday, December 5, there have been 396,499 cases of COVID-19 
reported to the Oregon Health Authority. Of these, 13,932 (3.5%) are “presumptive” 
cases—i.e., people with COVID-19-like symptoms and close contact with a confirmed 
case, but who did not have a confirmatory laboratory test. Though not confirmed, 
presumptive cases are highly likely to have COVID-19, given their specific symptoms 
and known exposure. Presumptive cases are encouraged to seek testing to confirm that 
they do have COVID-19. Presumptive cases who test positive are recategorized as 
confirmed cases. 

These data represent a snapshot of COVID-19 risk factors and clinical and 
demographic characteristics of cases, and they include data on cases with pending 
investigations. Not all cases have been interviewed at the time of this report. The data 
shown in this report come from Oregon’s electronic disease surveillance system for 
reportable diseases. 

During the week of November 28–December 41 134,705 tests for COVID-19 were 
performed on Oregonians; of these, 5.9% had a positive result.2 This figure represents a 
“test-based” method, whereby all electronic lab reports received by OHA are used to 
calculate percent positivity.3 Detailed tables of the number of tests and percent positivity 
can be found online at 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonHe
althAuthorityCOVID-19DataDashboard/OregonsCOVID-19ELRsbyCounty. 

  

 

1 This date range aligns with CDC’s “MMWR week.” 

2 Does not include antibody (serology) tests. 

3 www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/calculating-percent-positivity.html 
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Weekly Report Summary 

During Monday, November 29, through Sunday, December 5, 2021, OHA recorded 
6,435 new cases of COVID-19 infection—up 50% from the previous week’s total, as 
reported test results increased 40%—likely a rebound from Thanksgiving weekend, 
which saw a significant reduction in reported tests. Test positivity rose from 5.6% last 
week to 5.9% this week. The overall incidence of reported COVID-19 in Oregon was 
142 per 100,000 this week; it was 107 per 100,000, collectively, in the 5 counties with 
total population vaccination rates >70%, and 164 per 100,000 in the rest of the state. 
The proportion of cases reported among children <10 years of age, who make up 11% 
of Oregon’s population, has risen in recent weeks—from 6.2% through September 4 to 
11.5% since that date. Thirteen percent of Oregonians are of Hispanic ethnicity. Overall 
in the pandemic, they account for 24% of reported cases of known ethnicity, but 13% 
since October 30. 

Three hundred sixty-two COVID-19-associated hospitalizations were reported this 
week—up from 226 last week—again reflecting in large part a rebound in reporting after 
Thanksgiving weekend. The recent increase in proportion of reported cases among 
children <10 years of age has not been accompanied by a commensurate increase in 
COVID-19-associated hospitalizations among them: through September 4, 1.2% of 
hospitalizations were in children this age, and since that date the figure has been 1.3%. 

One hundred twenty-six COVID-19-associated deaths were reported last week, similar 
to the previous week’s 125. Of the 396,499 cases reported in Oregon to date, 21,155 
(5.3%) have been hospitalized, and 5,268 (1.3%) have died. 

Hospitalization and death rates increase with age (Table 2). Although only 4.2% of 
Oregonians are 80 years of age or older, they have accounted for 3,501 (17%) of 
reported COVID-19-associated hospitalizations and 2,217 (42%) of reported COVID-19-
associated deaths. Persons 70 years of age and older make up 12% of Oregon’s 
population, but they have accounted for 7,628 (36%) of reported COVID-19-associated 
hospitalizations and 3,499 (66%) of reported COVID-19-associated deaths. On the 
other end of the age spectrum, persons <20 years of age make up 23% of Oregon’s 
population but have accounted for 612 (2.9%) Oregon’s COVID-19 associated 
hospitalizations and 5 (0.09%) of COVID-19-associated deaths. Data on mortality in 
Oregon, including deaths associated with COVID-19, are available at 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/oha.center.for.health.statistics. 
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Additional data are available at 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/oregon.health.authority.covid.19#!/vizhome/OregonCO
VID-19CaseDemographicsandDiseaseSeverityStatewide/DemographicData. 

Clinical Characteristics and risk factors 

This section of the report describes the epidemiology of Oregon’s COVID-19 cases, 
including indicators of COVID-19 transmission, common symptoms experienced by 
COVID-19 cases, and demographic breakdowns for sex, age, race, and ethnicity. 
Indicators of disease severity, specifically hospitalizations and deaths, are included in 
the tables. 

Epidemiologic links 

The figures below show the epidemiologic link of COVID-19 cases. Public health 
classifies all cases as part of a household, part of an outbreak, part of a cluster, a close 
contact of another case, or sporadic. Sporadic indicates that a case was not linked to a 
known source of COVID-19. Lower numbers of sporadic cases suggest lower 
community spread of COVID-19. Figure 1 focuses on recent cases of COVID-19, and 
allows for the easy comparison of different types of epidemiologic link. Figure 2 includes 
all COVID-19 cases, showing the pattern of epidemiologic links since the first cases 
were identified in Oregon. Figures 3 and 4 show sporadic cases by race, and figures 5 
and 6 show sporadic cases by ethnicity. Looking at the data by race and ethnicity helps 
public health to identify disparities. 

Epidemiologic link designations: 

• Sporadic:4 Cases who do not have known exposure to another case or outbreak. 

• Outbreak: Cases who have a shared, defined exposure with at least one other 
case. For example, a defined exposure could be an event, a workplace, a 
congregate facility, etc. 

 

4 Due to the lag between case reporting and case investigation, the proportion of cases 
categorized as sporadic is high in the most recent week or more; some of these cases 
will be recategorized after investigation is completed. 
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• Cluster: Cases who had contact with another case, but the exposure is not well 
defined. For example, cases from two households who interacted many times 
prior to illness onset. 

• Household: Cases who were exposed to another case in their household. 

• Close contact: Cases who were exposed to another case, not in their household. 
This designation was added on 7/15/2020. 

Figure 1. Epidemiologic link of recent COVID-19 cases by week of onset 
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Figure 2. Epidemiologic link of all COVID-19 cases by week of onset 
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Figure 3. Recent sporadic COVID-19 cases by race and week of onset 
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Figure 4. All sporadic COVID-19 cases by race and week of onset 

 


